Eighth Grade Extra Credit Options
Students that have completed all regular class assignments are welcome to do extra credit if they choose.  I offer a variety of extra credit options throughout the year that relate to current topics and have specific due dates which I announce in class, but the following options are always available.  The actual number of points awarded for an extra credit assignment will be determined by the teacher based on the quality and complexity of the assignment.  There is a maximum of 5 bonus points available each quarter.  All extra credit must be turned in at least one week prior to the end of the quarter.  
1. Science in the News:
Find and read a news article that relates to the topics that we study in eighth grade science.  The article should be a NEWS article from a newspaper, magazine, or reputable online news source and should be stapled assignment.  Articles can be up to 2 years old.  
a. Type a full summary of the article.
b. Type a paragraph that tells how the topics in the article relate to topics that we have studied in class.  If you cannot articulate a robust connection, you should not use the article. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]You can earn 1% for every set of 3 articles.  Please turn in the 3 articles with their write ups at the same time.  You may not turn in more than one set per day.

2. Chapter Projects:  
The Prentice Hall textbooks give explanations of projects that can be done to extend content covered in each chapter.  Most of these projects are research or presentation based and can be safely done at home with household materials.  Students should ask a parent before doing any chapter projects that involve experimentation.  All portions of the chapter project should be completed and brought in at the same time though you are welcome to run part of the project by me for guidance if needed.  Occasionally we will do a chapter project as a classroom activity making that one ineligible for extra credit. 

Only the chapter projects for chapters we have covered during the current semester are available for extra credit.  You can earn 1% for each chapter project.  You may only turn in 1 project per day.

3. Science Fair Project
Students can conduct an in depth investigation of their own and present their experiment and findings on a trifold board at the science fair.  The project should follow all of the science fair guidelines and parents should be consulted for safety.   A maximum of 5% of extra credit may be earned, but as the level of complexity varies greatly, the point value actually assigned is much more variable. 
